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States persons, of foreign persons listed in
an annex to the order, as well as of foreign
persons determined to play a significant role
in international narcotics trafficking centered
in Colombia. The order similarly blocks all
property and interests in property of foreign
persons determined to materially assist in, or
provide financial or technological support for
or goods or services in support of, the nar-
cotics trafficking activities of persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order. In addi-
tion, the order blocks all property and inter-
ests in property of persons determined to be
owned or controlled by, or to act for or on
behalf of, persons designated in or pursuant
to the order. The order also prohibits any
transaction or dealing by United States per-
sons or within the United States in property
or interests in property of the persons des-
ignated in or pursuant to the order.

Because the actions of significant narcotics
traffickers centered in Colombia continue to
threaten the national security, foreign policy,
and economy of the United States and to
cause an extreme level of violence, corrup-
tion, and harm in the United States and
abroad, the national emergency declared on
October 21, 1995, and the measures adopted
pursuant thereto to deal with that emer-
gency, must continue in effect beyond Octo-
ber 21, 2006. Therefore, in accordance with
section 202(d) of the National Emergencies
Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)), I am continuing for
1 year the national emergency with respect
to significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia. This notice shall be published in
the Federal Register and transmitted to the
Congress.

George W. Bush

The White House,
October 19, 2006.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
1:14 p.m., October 19, 2006]

NoOTE: This notice was published in the Federal
Register on October 20.
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Letter to Congressional Leaders on
Continuation of the National
Emergency With Respect to
Significant Narcotics Traffickers
Centered in Colombia

October 19, 2006

Dear Mr. Speaker:  (Dear Mr. President:)

Section 202(d) of the National Emer-
gencies Act, 50 U.S.C. 1622(d), provides for
the automatic termination of a national emer-
gency unless, prior to the anniversary date
of its declaration, the President publishes in
the Federal Register and transmits to the
Congress a notice stating that the emergency
is to continue in effect beyond the anniver-
sary date. In accordance with this provision,
I have sent the enclosed notice to the Federal
Register for publication, stating that the
emergency declared with respect to signifi-
cant narcotics traffickers centered in Colom-
bia is to continue in effect beyond October
21, 2006.

The circumstances that led to the declara-
tion on October 21, 1995, of a national emer-
gency have not been resolved. The actions
of significant narcotics traffickers centered in
Colombia continue to pose an unusual and
extraordinary threat to the national security,
foreign policy, and economy of the United
States and to cause unparalleled violence,
corruption, and harm in the United States
and abroad. For these reasons, I have deter-
mined that it is necessary to maintain eco-
nomic pressure on significant narcotics traf-
fickers centered in Colombia by blocking
their property and interests in property that
are in the United States or within the posses-
sion or control of United States persons and
by depriving them of access to the U.S. mar-
ket and financial system.

Sincerely,

George W. Bush

NoTE: Identical letters were sent to J. Dennis
Hastert, Speaker of the House of Representatives,
and Richard B. Cheney, President of the Senate.
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Remarks to Reporters at a CVS
Pharmacy

October 20, 2006

Medicare Reform

The President. Secretary Leavitt and I are
pleased to be here at this counter where sen-
iors come to buy prescription drugs. And one
of the interesting things that happens at this
counter is that these decent folks are con-
stantly reminding seniors that there is a cost-
saving benefit, Plan D in Medicare, available
for them. It's a new plan; it just started last
year. The Health and Human Services
helped implement the plan, and millions of
seniors are benefiting. Our seniors are saving
money. They're getting better coverage. It’s
a plan that I'm real proud of.

We will continue to work to make it as
good as it possibly can be. I really do want
to thank these kind-hearted souls who say
to a senior that you no longer—poor seniors,
particularly—you no longer have to choose
between food and medicine, because there’s
a new way forward. Our compassionate ap-
proach to health care is working for Amer-
ica’s seniors. And I want to thank you—you
want to say anything about the enrollment
process?

Secretary of Health and Human Serv-
ices Michael O. Leavitt. On November
15th, people can go through an open enroll-
ment period. Eighty percent of seniors who
are on this plan are satisfied with their plan,
and if theyre satisfied, they don’t need to
do anything. But over 80 percent will be able
to find a plan that's cheaper, if they want
to, or that may, in fact, fit their particular
situation.

We'll have people available at 1-800-
MEDICARE. There will be people at phar-
macies and at senior centers—and others
that can help them around the country. This
has been a big success, and we’re going to
get better at it. We're getting better at it
every year. It'll be better this year than it
was last, and it will be better the year after
that, just like Medicare was in 1965. This is
avery important American success story that
we’ll now build upon.

The President. Thank you all very much.
Appreciate it.
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NOTE: The President spoke at 11:04 a.m.

Remarks at a National Republican
Senatorial Committee Reception

October 20, 2006

Thanks for coming. Please be seated. I ap-
preciate you being here. On the way down,
Mr. McConnell said, “Keep it short; they
haven’t had their food yet.” [Laughter]

But I want to thank you all for coming.
As you well know, we're heading down the
stretch here in this important political sea-
son. I want to thank you for helping our Sen-
ate candidates. It means a lot. I don’t know
about you, but I am absolutely confident that
Mitch McConnell will be the leader of the
United States Senate in 2007.

I appreciate Mitch’s leadership, and I ap-
preciate the leadership of Elizabeth Dole as
well. These are two of the finest United
States Senators we have.

Laura sends her best. She is a patient
woman. [Laughter] She is doing just fine. I'm
real proud of her. She is a fabulous First
Lady.

Oh, there’s going to be a lot of noise here
at the end of the campaign. There always
is. And sometimes it’s all meant to obscure
the main issues. Sometimes folks don’t really
want to talk about the core issues that will
affect the future of this country. I think there
are two big issues that we need to stay fo-
cused on and I know our candidates are talk-
ing about, and they're issues in which there
are big differences of opinion. And the first
issue is taxes.

There is a difference of opinion between—
what we ought to be doing with your money,
see. There are people in the Democrat Party
who think they can spend your money far
better than you can. And we believe that
you're plenty capable of spending your own
money. As a matter of fact, we believe that
when you have more of your own money in
your pocket to save, invest, or spend, all of
us benefit; that the economy grows; that
hope expands; that the entrepreneurial spirit
is invigorated.

And so in times of economic difficulty, I
worked with Members of the United States
Senate and the United States House to pass



